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CHAPTER X.

LOCAL VARIATION OF WEATHER.
NATURE AND PRINCIPLES.

THE object of this chapter is to explain what is known as
the local variation of weather. This term groups con-
veniently a large class of dependent phenomena, which
owe their origin to the influence of local obstacles or
peculiarities on the development of weather. We know
that in the same country some places are much colder or
wetter than others; that some are more exposed to
destructive gales; and that others are more frequently
ravaged by disastrous hailstorms. We will now en-
deavour to show why this should be so, and how the pro-
ducts of this variation are related to the general principles
of the dependence of weather on the distribution of
atmospheric pressure which we have already described so
folly.

If we watch the actual occurrence of any local
peculiarity of weather, we shall soon find out that in every
instance it is the intensity, and not the general charactei*,
which is altered For instance, two places a few miles